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BOX H. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a single general 
inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the appropriate additional examination fees must 
be paid. 

Group I, claim(s) 1-6, 20-24, 34-35, and 54, drawn to nucleic acid comprising at least two ter sites or portions thereof, method for 
directional cloning, and kit. 

Group n, claim(s) 7- 12, drawn to modified ter binding protein. 

Group m t claim(s) 13- 16, drawn to solid support comprising at least one oligonucleotide that comprises all or a portion of a ter site. 

Group IV, ciaim(s) 17-19, 25-27, 44-49, and 54, drawn to solid support comprising a ter protein, method for attaching a nucleic acid 
to a support, and Mt 

Group V, claim(s) 28-33, drawn to method of improving the translation efficiency of a nucleic acid. 
Group VI, claim(s) 36-38, drawn to method for improving stability of a linear nucleic acid molecule. 
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13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following reasons: 

PCT Rule 13.2 requires that unity of invention only exists when there is a shared same or corresponding technical feature among the 
claimed inventions. The inventions listed as Groups I-IV do not relate to a single general inventive concept because they lack the 
same or corresponding special technical feature. The "special technical feature" of Group I is a nucleic acid comprising at least two 
ter sites or portions thereof which is shown by DUGGIN et al to lack novelty or inventive step. The "special technical feature" of 
Group II is a modified ter protein which is shown by DUGGIN et al to lack novelty or inventive step. The "special technical feature" 
of Group in is a solid support comprising at least one oligonucleotide comprising at least one ter site or portion thereof which is 
shown by DUGGIN et al to lack novelty or inventive step . The "special technical feature" of Group IV is a solid support comprising 
a ter protein which is shown by DUGGIN et al to lack novelty or inventive step. 

PCT Rule 13.2 requires that unity of invention only exists when there is a shared same or corresponding technical feature among the 
claimed inventions. Groups V-X are directed to a method for using one of the products of Groups I-IV, which lack a special technical 
feature as described above, but each group has a different special technical feature not shared by the remaining groups. Group V is 
directed to a method which has the special technical feature of contacting a ter-binding protein attached to a support with a nucleic 
acid which is not shared by any of the remaining groups. Group VI is directed to a method which has the special technical feature of 
introducing a linear nucleic acid molecule having a ter site bound with a ter protein into a cell which is not shared by any of the 
remaining groups. Group VII is directed to a method which has the special technical feature of contacting a detection mixture with a 
nucleic acid binding protein comprising a detection molecule to a nucleic acid molecule bound to a target which is not shared by any 
of the remaining groups. Group VIII is directed to a method which has the special technical feature of separating a nucleic acid 
comprising a ter site bound to a ter binding protein from a mixture which is not shared by any of the remaining groups. Group IX is 
directed-to a metnod- which has the special -technical leature of causing an enzyme to translocate to juxtapose a-ter site-andra second - 
site which is not shared by any of the remaining groups. Group X is directed to a method which has the special technical feature of 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 



International application No. 
PCT/US02/03366 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



ligating a nucleic acid of interest with a vector comprising a portion of a ter site on each end which is not shared by any of the 
remaining groups. 



Continuation of B. FIELDS SEARCHED Item 3: 
USPATFUL, PGPUBS, EPO, JPO, Derwent 

search terms: replication, arrest, protein, inverted, repeat, region, iri, irii, tus, terminator, terminus, ter, rtp, terb, contra, helicase, 
termination, replicat? 



Form PCT/ISA/210 ^second sheefi tfnlv 1QQR\ 



